
 
 

Foiling the Fraudsters 
 

Award-winning label from Stratus Packaging protects your pin code 
 

 

The Hague, The Netherlands – January 6, 2014 - Fraudsters are ever more resourceful in 

finding new ways to gain access to pin code numbers – but Stratus Packaging Group’s 

patented solution brings a whole new dimension to scratch-off pin code label security.    

 

Awarded a prize for innovation in the FINAT International Label Competition, Stratus 

Packaging’s IXcode label employs a novel variation on the system involving silver inks over 

the printed pin number which the customer needs to scratch off to display the pin.    Often 

employed today by banks, this system lays itself open to pin code theft through, for example, 

heating the scratch-off inks to make the number visible. 

 

Tamper-evident solution 

Such activity is not possible with the Stratus Packaging IXcode.   It is centred on making a 

substantial change to the structure of the label laminate that contains the pin number and 

anchors it to the base document.   One of the laminate components constitutes a stretchable 

‘tongue’, which is then covered by tiny particles of black ink.   By stretching the tongue, the 

customer can make the pin number appear as the tiny ink particles are dispersed and 

disappear.   The stretchable material, however, will not shrink back to its original state, and 

cannot be replaced, so ready evidence of tampering is available to the customer.   The 

complex laminate – which involved extensive testing of different materials, adhesives, and 

inks and more than 100 hours of proving trials – effectively deters the efforts of the pin code 

thieves by making it impossible to conceal the fact that the label has been previously 

disturbed. 

 

‘One of our specialities at Stratus Packaging is in creating practical, effective labelling 

solutions within the security and traceability segment – which include tamper-evident seals, 

RFID labels, and the use of security inks’, comments Isidore Leiser, CEO of Stratus 

Packaging.  He explains:  ‘We developed the original IX-code concept and designs for a 

customer partner,  and today we produce them under exclusive mandate for the same partner, 

who is the owner of the patent.’ 

 

The reassuringly-simple way in which the IX-code works can be viewed here, 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_GSnQ_NcsE.   As winner of a major category prize in 

the self-adhesive label industry’s annual FINAT International Label Competition, the IXcode 

has received extensive recognition across Europe, North America, and further afield.    

 

- end- 

 

About FINAT 

FINAT, founded in Paris in 1958 with headquarters in The Hague (The Netherlands), is 

the world-wide association for manufacturers of self-adhesive labels and related products and 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L_GSnQ_NcsE


services. With 600 members in over 50 countries around the world, FINAT has much to offer 

to label converters and all suppliers to the labeling industry in terms of information exchange 

and the opportunity to network internationally. www.finat.com 

 

For more information, please contact 

duomedia pr 

Lut Verschueren 

Tel. + 32 474 04 49 40 - Lut.v@duomedia.com  

 

FINAT 

Jules Lejeune / Taco Zevenbergen / Jakovina van Haeringen 

Tel. + 31 (70) 312 39 10 – info@finat.com 

jlejeune@lejeune.nl / tzevenbergen@lejeune.nl / jvhaeringen@lejeune.nl 

 

http://www.finat.com/
mailto:Lut.v@duomedia.com
../../../../../../../Archief/Archive%20Clients/FINAT/2012/News%20Releases/01.%20Distributed/03%2012004%20Educational%20Handbook_(March2012_Standard)/03.%20Final/Final%20Text/info@finat.com
mailto:jlejeune@lejeune.nl
mailto:tzevenbergen@lejeune.nl
mailto:jvhaeringen@lejeune.nl

